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Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  Hebrews 11:1
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He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”   - Mark 15:16
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When you think about the way Jesus was born 
in comparative obscurity, he never did all the 
typical things that usually denote greatness.

He never led an army or navy into battle. It doesn’t 
tell us that he ever wrote a book. He didn’t do any of 
the things that we typically think of as greatness. We 
don’t know what he looked like, though there are a 
lot of artists’ renditions of what we think Jesus looked 
like, and there’s nothing contemporary from this day.

Yet he changed all of history around the world in 
the three and half years of his ministry. When we talk 
about biblical history, you have B.C and A.D. before 
Christ and after death, the year of our Lord. If you 
look in the encyclopedia or go to a museum of science, 
it doesn’t cast doubt on whether or not he lived.

While Buddha and India might have had 
some profound sayings along with Krishna, Mo-

hammad, and different religions of the world, 
nobody spoke like Jesus and none of them died 
as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. There’s 
something very clearly different about Jesus. 
None of the other religious leaders of the world 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”

There are over 300 Old Testament prophecies that 
talk about what to expect when the Messiah comes. 
In the first prophecy, God was speaking to Adam 
and Eve after the fall in Genesis 3:15: “And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman and between 
thy seed and her seed. He shall bruise thy head, and 
he shall bruise his heel.” This promised seed came 
through humanity as the Messiah or Christ.

In the New Testament, you will see that they

Continued on Page 8

The Most Magnificent Gift of All

Light Extravaganza! 
¼ of a Million  Christmas Lights on Display thru Jan. 3, 2017!!  6-10 nightly!

HO scale model railroad with 18 trains, airport with moving planes! Snowman 3 stories high!
FREE walking tour located at: Oakdale  Christmas House 2719 Oakdale St. S.,St.  Petersburg, Fl.33705

Donations accepted.   www.christmasdisplay.org

GFWC Annual
Arts & Crafts Fair

Sat. Dec 3rd 10am-5pm
Sun. Dec. 4th 10am-4pm

18105 Gunn Hwy. Odessa, FL
Keystone Prep High School
$5 Parking Benefits School

“All pets that enter shall leave as royalty” is the 
philosophy of Royal Pets Market & Spa. This 
business features every first-class amenity a furry 
monarch could wish for. During the holidays or 
any time of year, luxurious boarding suites, in-
door and outdoor day camps, an opulent groom-
ing salon, and a spa all stand at the ready to 
pamper four-legged patrons. Bring your fur ba-
bies along to visit Royal Pets Market and Spa on 
December 17 and check out the Royal Pet Gift 
Baskets for the pet who already has everything. 

Then be sure to visit Santa from 11:00- 2:00 and 
receive a complimentary photo with purchase.

Royal Pets Market & Spa provides everything 
a pet parent could ever want and need to keep 
the family pet well-groomed, properly fed, and 
healthy. All these excellent services are conve-
niently located under one roof in Carrollwood, 
Palm Harbor, and St. Petersburg. The same great 
products, amenities, and services are available in 
all three locations. One visit to the 18,000 square 
foot store will convince you. A full line of foods 

and nutritional supplements, treats, toys, and 
products are available seven days a week during 
regular business hours.

The on-site veterinary hospital is full service 
and offers everything from wellness pet checkups 
and shots to surgery and radiology. A membership 
health care plan for cats and dogs offers several en-
rollment options. After an initial enrollment fee, a 
monthly fee provides routine veterinary visits and 
wellness exams, tests, annual vaccines, and blood 
work.

The staff of friendly associates is well trained 
and ready to assist you from 7:00am – 8:00pm 
daily, and all staff members participate in con-
tinuing education.

Check Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/RoyalPets and/or www.royalpetsmarket.com 
for a full detailed listing of all addresses, phone 
numbers, products and services, sale items, and 
upcoming classes and events. In Carrollwood, call 
813-448-6744 for additional information, and 
be sure to ask about the Royal Rewards Program 
to receive shopping discounts and other benefits 
such as expedited check-in at the resort. Royal 
Rewards Program adoptive pet owners receive a 
free bag of food along with a waived enrollment 
fee in the Wellness Plan at the veterinary center. 
Watch for the Royal Pets ad in this edition for ad-
ditional coupons and specials!

Treat Your Pets Like Royalty    Anne Childers, Staff Writer

Enter to Win!
See Page 8
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Grace Lutheran Church at Carrollwood, 
located at 3714 West Linebaugh Avenue, has 
many activities free and open for the public 
to enjoy in the month of December.

Saturday, December 3 from 5:00 -8:00pm, 
guests can see what it might have been like 
in Bethlehem on the night when Jesus was 
born. Exhibits include a bakery, marketplace, 
scribe, and more. Those attending can talk 
with villagers and Roman guards and partici-
pate in a retelling of the Nativity story.

Sunday, December 11 at 4:30pm there will 
be a concert of Lessons and Carols presented 
by the Grace Lutheran Chancel Choir with 
orchestra. The concert includes anthems and 
carols arranged by British composer John 
Rutter. A reception will follow the concert 
in the Connections Gathering Center. The 
concert is free but a free will offering will be 
received for the Homeless Vets of Tampa.

Happy Birthday Jesus will be on Sunday, 

December 18 at 9:45am to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth.  Children will be treated to a birthday 
party with cake, punch, stories, crafts, and 
games. Adults may enjoy coffee, cake, and 
fellowship.

Christmas Eve Services will be on Satur-
day, December 24. There will be a Family 
Service at 5:00pm in the main Sanctuary 
and a Quiet Christmas Service at 6:30pm in 
Grace Memorial Chapel with communion. 
Carols & Candlelight Services are at 8:00 
& 10:30pm with communion in the main 
Sanctuary.  All are welcome to celebrate 
Christmas Eve at Grace.

On Sunday, December 25 at 10am there 
will be a celebration of Jesus’ birth with Christ-
mas carols and hymns sung with communion.

If you have any questions or need further 
information please contact the church of-
fice at 813-961-8747 or visit our website at 
www.gracetampa.org.

Grace Lutheran Church Activities

AVAILABLE NOW!
God’s Long-Term Health Care Plan
Space Available! “Hell” Forgot About That!

floridaorchestra.org

Tampa Bay Times Masterworks 
Beethoven’s Violin Concerto
TFO Concertmaster Jeffrey Multer steps 

into the spotlight for Beethoven’s beloved 
Violin Concerto, under the baton of popu-
lar returning conductor Joshua Weilerstein, 
who in his late 20s is already artistic director 
of the Orchestre de Chambre de Lausanne in 
Switzerland. Also: Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No. 10, his deeply personal and first major 
work following the oppressive years of the 
Stalinist regime. Get the full stories at the 
pre-concert conversation, one hour before 
the performance in the concert hall.

Fri., Dec. 2, 8pm, Straz Center 
Sat., Dec. 3, 8pm, Mahaffey Theater 
Sun., Dec. 4, 7:30pm, Ruth Eckerd Hall 
Tickets: $15, $30 & $45
Free Classical Kids & Teens Tickets
Sponsored by: Dr. and Mrs.
Gordon J. Gilbert 
Radio Sponsor: WFLA 

Raymond James Pops
Holiday Pops 
Have a jolly good time with the whole fam-

ily, with Sleigh Ride, White Christmas, What 
Child is This, Trans-Siberian Orchestra’s 
Carol of the Bells and a holiday sing-along. 
Jeff Tyzik will be your very merry host along 
with vocalist Doug LaBrecque. Now with two 
matinees that won’t spoil anybody’s bedtime.

Fri., Dec. 9, 8pm, Straz Center 

Sat., Dec. 10, 2pm and 8pm, Mahaffey 
Theater – Matinee Added! 

Sun., Dec. 11, 2pm and 7:30pm, Ruth 
Eckerd Hall – Matinee Added! 

Tickets: $15, $30 & $45
Sponsored by: McNichols Co. 
Radio Sponsor: WDUV

Coffee Concert
Best of Ballet
Selections from beloved ballets, Tchai-

kovsky’s The Nutcracker, Khachaturian’s 
Spartacus, Delibes’ Coppelia, and Copland’s 
Rodeo, served up with complimentary coffee 
and doughnuts and lively insights by Princi-
pal Guest Conductor Stuart Malina. Join us 
for the pre-concert conversations at 10am.

Wed., Dec. 14, 11am, Ruth Eckerd Hall 
Thurs., Dec. 15, 11am, Mahaffey Theater 
Tickets: $24, $29, $34, & $42

Special Concert 
The Legend of Zelda: Symphony of the 

Goddesses 
Just in time for the holidays, the Triforce 

has granted every gamer’s wish. Journey back 
to the land of Hyrule to celebrate 30 years of 
the beloved “Legend of Zelda” video game 
franchise – performed live by The Florida 
Orchestra. Both classic repertoire and new 
scores will be expertly timed to high defini-
tion video on a big screen. Costumes wel-
comed. Amy Andersson conducts.

Fri., Dec. 16, 8pm, Mahaffey Theater 
Tickets: $25, $35, $50, $60, $75, $95

December Shows at the Florida Orchestra
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When Tampa Bay natives Dana and James 
Spears decided to open a business in 2006, 
they choose air conditioning, an always need-
ed service in the Florida climate. 

“We felt there was a demand for an honest, 
reliable, customer service-orientated air con-
ditioning business in the Tampa Bay area,” 
says Dana, who functions as Cornerstone’s 
business owner while husband James man-
ages operations for the decade-old company.  

But the couple wasn’t satisfied to stop with 
only air-conditioning and heating. Now go-
ing into the 11th year in business, Corner-
stone has added both plumbing and electrical 
maintenance and repair to the list of services 
offered. The entrepreneurs added plumbing 
repair and service to the extensive menu three 
years ago and brought electrical services on 
board two years ago. “We are a one-stop lo-
cation for all your major home and business 
systems,” notes Dana.

The growth and expansion of the Land O’ 
Lakes based business has provided nearly 60 
jobs for local skilled technicians, with a fleet 
of 30 vehicles to serve the entire Tampa Bay 
area. Some of those jobs are staffed by Dana 

and James’ own family. “We are fully fam-
ily owned and operated,” says Dana. “Eight 
family members spanning three generations 
work together to deliver guaranteed services 
and products to our clients.”

Additionally, this civic-minded couple 
gives back to the community, supporting 
local schools and charities annually while 
maintaining memberships in all local Cham-
bers of Commerce.  

Office hours are Monday - Friday from 
8:00am until 6:00pm, and all calls are an-
swered personally by a dedicated staff mem-
ber. Same day service is typical. For emergen-
cies and after hours, Cornerstone maintains a 
24/7 hotline. 

Cornerstone has scored the highest rat-
ings on Angie’s List for the last 4 years along 
with the Bright House Business Award and a 
consistent A+ rating with the Better Business 
Bureau.  

Check the website at www.Corner-
stonePros.com for a full list of services and 
awards, and then make the only call you need 
to make at 813-948-5282 for complete home 
maintenance and repair!

“Any Brand, Any Problem, Any Time”
Anne Childers, Staff Writer
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