
Jo in  in  the  conversa t ion !
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Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  Hebrews 11:1
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He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”   - Mark 15:16
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GFWC Lutz-Land O’Lakes Woman’s Club, 
after decades at Lake Park, has moved its hugely 
popular Annual Arts & Crafts Show to a new loca-
tion on the campus of Keystone Prep High School, 
18105 Gunn Hwy. (north of Van Dyke), Odessa 
33556. The club women are busily preparing for 
their 37th Annual juried Arts & Crafts Show, their 
major fundraiser, which promises to be bigger and 
better than ever with over 350 vendors, a large 
Food Court and very ample parking.

This very popular show is always a big hit with 
families enjoying an outing in a festive atmosphere 

with good food and very unique holiday shopping. 
Find that special gift or pick up some beautiful 
hand-crafted jewelry, original artwork, photogra-
phy, wood and metal art, plants, and yard art.

Mark your calendar for this year’s show on Sat. 
& Sun. Dec. 3rd & Dec. 4th, 2016.  Hours: Sat. 
10 to 5pm and Sun. 10 to 4pm. Admission is 
FREE but there will be a per car parking fee col-
lected to benefit the school. Plan to carpool and 
save. For more information, call Show Directors 
Kay Taylor at 813-833-3962 or Lois Cohen at 
813-528-1179.

GFWC Annual Arts & Crafts Show

(L-R) Club President Karin D’Amico and member Val Burris

Prior Art Show supporters shopping and vendor booths

This topic has the potential to be divisive 
when you’re talking about religion, and when 
you add a political overtone sometimes it has the 
potential for fireworks. Rather than turning this 
into a debate of opinion about who is right and 
who is wrong, let see what the Bible has to say 
about Christians voting.

Psalm 146:3: “Put not your trust in princes, 
nor in the moral son of man, in whom there is 
no help.”

The Bible says that there is no supreme answer 
for the woes of the world. But how do we as Chris-
tians relate to what is about to unfold in 2016 in 
an intense and inflammatory political season?

Should we run in the other direction? After 
all, we’re citizens of another kingdom. Others 
think we should use our influence for good and 

see every church become a polling station.
This is not about any party or person, it’s about 

principles and attitudes. Christians are primarily 
citizens of another kingdom.

John 18:36: “My kingdom is not of this 
world, but right now my kingdom is from not 
from here.”

Notice he said, “Now my kingdom is not 
from here.” This is letting us know that Jesus will 
someday reign supreme in this world. But right 
now there’s a contest between two principal lead-
ers: Jesus and the Devil being the other, and with 
a lot of people in between.

Luke 17:20: “The kingdom of God does not 
come with observation. Or will they say, ‘See 
here! Or see there!’ For indeed the kingdom of 
God is within you.”

Continued on Page 8

Should Christians Vote?

Besides sharing time with family and friends 
over food, the primary ingredient of the Ameri-
can Thanksgiving holiday is gratitude. While it’s 
certainly good to have an annual holiday to re-
mind us to express gratitude, there’s much to be 
said for the benefits of cultivating the spirit of 
thankfulness year-round. 

People who are thankful for what they have are 
better able to cope with stress, have more posi-

tive emotions, and are better able to reach their 
goals. Scientists have even noted that gratitude is 
associated with improved health.

“The word gratitude is derived from the Latin 
word gratia, which means grace, graciousness, or 
gratefulness (depending on the context). In some 
ways, gratitude encompasses all of these meanings. 
Gratitude is a thankful appreciation for what an in-
dividual receives, whether tangible or intangible. 

With gratitude, people acknowledge the good-
ness in their lives. In the process, people usually 
recognize that the source of that goodness lies 
at least partially outside themselves.  As a result, 
gratitude also helps people connect to something 
larger than themselves as individuals — whether 
to other people, nature, or God.

Continued on Page 2

Developing An Attitude of Gratitude
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The Chancel Choir of Grace Lutheran 
Church at Carrollwood is pleased to present a 
service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, De-
cember 11 at 4:30pm. The Christmas concert 
will feature choral selections by English com-
poser John Rutter. Also featured in this event 
will be soprano soloist Lisa Katt Watson and 
harpist Dolly Roberts. The choir will be ac-
companied by a small chamber orchestra.

The Faith and Arts Endowment Fund of 
Grace Lutheran Church is sponsoring this 
free concert. A free-will offering will be col-
lected to benefit homeless women veterans.

Grace Lutheran Church at Carrollwood 
is located at 3714 West Linebaugh Avenue 
at Dale Mabry and Linebaugh Avenue. If 
you have questions, contact the church at 
813.961.8747 or go to gracetampa.org.

Several interfaith communities from the 
Carrollwood, Forest Hills, and Citrus Park 
areas have come together to offer a Com-
munity Thanksgiving Service. Everyone is 
welcome and invited to attend. Pre-service 
music begins at 4:30pm. The service will be 
held at Grace Lutheran Church, 3714 West 

Linebaugh Avenue on Sunday, November 
20, 2016 at 5:00pm.

Let’s come together as one interfaith com-
munity to praise and thank God for the 
many blessings he has provided. For ques-
tions, call Susie at 813-265-3448 or Robin 
at 813-963-7893.

Lessons & Carols at Grace Lutheran

Community Thanksgiving Service

Feld Entertainment announced that tick-
ets for Monster Jam®, the most adrenaline-
charged motorsports experience for families 
on the planet, are now on sale. Monster Jam 
events are affordably priced for the whole 
family with seats starting at $15.

Monster Jam will be performing at Ray-
mond James Stadium on Saturday, January 14, 
7:00pm and Saturday, February 4, 7:00pm.

The January 14 event will feature 13 
trucks and drivers competing to be the Tam-
pa champion including Grave Digger driven 
by Dennis Anderson, Son-uva Digger driven 
by Ryan Anderson, Team Hot Wheels driven 
by Scott Buetow, Monster Energy driven by 
Coty Saucier, Jester driven by Matt Pagliaru-
lo, Xtermigator driven by JR McNeal, Rage 
driven by Cory Rummel, Barbarian driven 

by Devin Jones, Wrecking Crew, OVER 
Bored, and in her farewell Tampa run, Ma-
dusa (trucks/drivers subject to change).

The February 4 event will feature 11 trucks 
and drivers vying for the Tampa champion-
ship including Grave Digger driven by Char-
lie Pauken, Dragon driven by Scott Liddy-
coat, Metal Mulisha driven by Todd LeDuc, 
Alien Invasion driven by Chad Tingler, VP 
Racing Fuels Mad Scientist driven by Lee 
O’Donnell, Storm Damage driven by Tim 
Mente, Hurricane Force driven by Steven 
Thompson, Big Kahuna driven by Shane 
England, Fatal Attraction driven by Jeff 
Murphy, Scooby-Doo, NEA, and El Toro 
Loco (trucks/drivers subject to change).

For more information on a Monster Jam near 
you, please log onto www.MonsterJam.com.

Tampa Monster Jam® Tickets On Sale Now

Shred360 is providing paper shredding 
services for consumers in the Tampa Bay area 
to support Oasis Pregnancy Care Centers on 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 from 12 noon 
to 2pm at Lake Myrtle Baptist Church, 2017 
Reigler Rd., Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639.

This is a fundraising event for Oasis, 
which serves women who are in need of an-
swers, support, and help with their planned 
and unplanned pregnancies. 100% of the 
proceeds will go to Oasis.

Donations will be accepted during this 
event. Donation amount is up to the attend-
ee. Shred360 will do the shredding on-site 
on our mobile shred truck.

Attendees may bring up to three boxes or 
bags and there is no need to remove or sepa-
rate binders, clips, rubber bands, wire fold-
ers, CDs, or DVDs.

For more information, please visit online at 
www.Shred360.com/Tampa, www.oasispreg-
nancycenter.org, or call (813) 944-2223.

Shred360 Oasis PCC Fundraiser
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The Florida Holocaust Museum (The 
FHM) has launched a Chance Opportunity 
Drawing campaign! Donate now for your 
chance to win three prize packages: Getaway, 
Game, and Jewelry. Tickets may be purchased 
any time between now and February 20, 2017, 
either online or by calling The FHM directly.

There are only 250 chance opportunity 
tickets available for each package. Since there 
is a maximum of 250 tickets available for 
each package, every ticket has at least a 1-in-
250 chance of being a winning ticket! The 
suggested donation for each package starts at 
$100 per ticket, and each package is worth 
approximately $5000 in value. Purchase any 
three tickets to receive a $50 discount.

The Chance Opportunity winners will 
be announced during the Florida Holocaust 
Museum’s To Life: The FHM’s 25th Anniver-
sary Celebration! This grand celebration of 

The FHM’s 25th Anniversary, featuring Da-
vid Eisenhower, will take place on Saturday, 
February 25, 2017 at 6:00pm at the Vinoy 
Renaissance in downtown St. Petersburg.

Eisenhower will be speaking and accepting 
a posthumous award on behalf of his grandfa-
ther President Dwight D. Eisenhower in honor 
of the pivotal role he played in liberating the 
Nazi concentration camps and documenting 
what was discovered to ensure that the Holo-
caust could not be denied nor forgotten. 

For a full list of Chance Opportunity rules, 
drawing details, and to enter online for your 
chance to win, please visit www.TheFHM.
org/to-life-annual-benefit. To enter by phone, 
please call the FHM at 727-820-0100 ext. 
251. For additional To Life: The FHM’s 25th 
Anniversary Celebration information, please 
visit the FHM’s Official To Life page or the 
FHM’s Official Facebook Event page.

FHM Chance Opportunity Drawing

Dr.  Michele Johnson-Towson is a board-
certified pediatrician with 26 years of experi-
ence in caring for children ages newborn to 21 
years old. The doctor is encouraging patients to 
schedule now for flu shots. Vaccines are avail-
able and same-week appointments are possible. 

Dr. Johnson-Towson and her staff are ded-
icated to keeping patients both healthy and 
educated on changes in children’s healthcare. 
The live attenuated nasal flu spray vaccine is 
not recommended this year due to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC) failing to 
prove it was adequate enough over the last 3 
flu seasons to keep patients from contracting 
the influenza A (H1N1) type virus.

Normally, it is recommended for patients 
ages 2 to 49 that are healthy without under-
lying medical problems.  The flu shot, which 
contains coverage against the influenza A&B 

strains, is available in proper doses for ages 6 
months and up.

Tampa Bay students have been back in 
school for several weeks, sharing germs right 
along with academics and sports. Be sure to 
call Pediatric Place of Tampa and schedule 
checkups and physicals to keep your whole 
family healthy. It is important for shots to 
be up-to-date and hearing and vision tests 
current so students are ready for learning 
and healthy playing. 

Pediatric Place of Tampa accepts all in-
surances as well as self-pay patients. New 
patients are always welcome! Pediatric Place 
of Tampa is conveniently located at 1338 
W. Fletcher Avenue in Tampa. The cheer-
ful, kid-friendly office is on the bus line, too. 
Call today at 813-264-2288 and schedule 
for protection against the flu season!

The Cold and Flu Season is Here!
Anne Childers, Staff Writer
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